
 

BOYA Chinese – Beginning Course 

Overview 

Mandarin beginning course is designed for students who study Chinese from 

starch (zero level) or some who have a little foundation. This course covers all 

four skills, and it aims to provide everything students need to master the 

language; it is complete with interactive activities, cultural appreciation, and 

detailed grammar explanations.  

 

Everything you need in one course 

Mandarin beginning course combines scenario pedagogy with the thorough 

grammatical explanation. Topics are selected exquisitely and also broadly, 

making sure that students have many opportunities to consolidate their 

learning in real life. 

 

The foundation classes 

This part will start with Chinese initials, finals, and tones. Initials and finals are 

explained in detail from the ways of pronunciation to the positions of 

pronunciation. Each initial and final is demonstrated with the mechanism of 

phonetics to allow students to achieve standard and level of broadcast 

pronunciation from the beginning. 

 

 

 



 

 

Plenty of exercises are supported to consolidate phonetics learning in the first 

class. 

 

 

 

Pinyin supporting text 

Pinyin is written above the characters to support students learning from 

lessons 1-4, and it’s gradually been removed since lesson 5. Rare or new 

characters are still supported with pinyin in the following lessons. Characters 

and pinyin are taught at the same time as lesson 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text is supported with pinyin, 

and core characters have 

writing video demonstrations 

for students to imitate. 



 

Writing characters  

Mandarin beginning course systematically introduces students to 150 common 

characters. After completing this course, students can write 200-300 

characters (equivalent to HSK 1-3), and recognize 400-500 characters (HSK 1-

4), depending on students’ initial knowledge. Chinese strokes analysis and core 

characters writing videos are supported in the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In-depth explanations of grammar and word use 

Chinese grammar is thoroughly embedded in each class and explained using 

non-technical language. This course introduces important grammar points, 

such as the position of prepositions, general/special questions, measure 

words, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stokes and characters writing are 

demonstrated in beautiful 

handwriting videos with 

explanations of writing tips. 



 

Cultural knowledge 

Going beyond well-known cultural icons such as chopsticks and Kungfu, the 

BOYA Mandarin beginning course contains a variety of Chinese culture, both 

ancient and modern. Our approaches not only help students to appreciate the 

masterpiece but also guide them to integrate language learning. The selected 

works include such as “I like” by Taiwan writer Zhang Xiao Feng, or “the Peach 

blossom land” by Tao yuan ming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Global perspective  

Students get good exposure to a variety of places where Chinese is spoken. 

Local elements from Beijing (North) and Guilin (South) are integrated into the 

background of each activity to help students contextualize their Chinese 

learning in different local places. Other cities such as Tokyo, and Paris are also 

embedded in the context. 

Cultural elements are introduced 

alongside new topics. The authors’ 

objectives will help students to 

understand the connotations of the 

Chinese words they’re learning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Differentiated approach  

This course facilities a differentiated classroom by presenting a wide range of 

activity types, from word recognition to creative writing. Activities are 

categorized into three levels. The first level of activity introduces a new topic 

or structure, allowing for plenty of repetition and imitation. The second level 

encourages fluency and flexibility with the language. 

 

 

The third level helps students work on either creative or language use while 

learning Chinese: Each section contains different themed activities, from 

delivering a Chinese speech to conducting a Chinese social survey; from 

opening your stores to introducing steps of cooking your specialty dish. Each 

“after-class unit” contains the most challenging activities: These require 

students to combine their new knowledge with one situation or context in life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Movies/Music facilitate Chinese learning  

We’re dedicated to providing students a real-life learning environment, so 

selected Chinese movies, music, short videos, interviews are embedded during 

the class learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This class or after-class exercises 

allow students to contextualize 

what they’ve learned and be 

precise and creative in their 

language use. 



 

Various themes learning 

Chinese beginning course is divided into 8 lessons. Each lesson focuses on one 

theme and the extended content around it.  

Lesson 1 来中国，学汉语   Come to China to study Chinese. Theme: Talk 

about daily/week routine/likings. 

Lesson 2 春夏秋冬 Spring Summer Autumn Winter. Theme: Discuss about 

seasons/seasons in different cities. 

Lesson 3 友谊地久天长 Ever-lasting friendship.   Theme: Talk about 

surroundings of your house/how to buy things in Chinese/friendship, love, and 

kinship. 

Lesson 4 坐火车吧 Let’s take the train. Theme: Talk about 

time/transportations/vehicles, summer vacations and cultural travel. 

Lesson 5 新年好 Happy New Year. Theme: Discuss the traditions of Chinese 

New Year/family members/how to cook Chinese dishes. 

Lesson 6 怀念慢生活 Cherishing the memory of slow life. Theme: The romance 

of writing letters/talk about what you cherish and miss. 

Lesson 7 我们去看京剧 We’re going to see Beijing Opera. Theme: Talk about 

Beijing/Kun Opera, modern Chinese drama and how to book tickets. 

Lesson 8 搭车去柏林 Going to Berlin by hitchhiking. Theme: Talk about global 

travel, adventure, and transnational love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOYA Chinese workbook (homework) 

Overview 

The workbook accompanies BOYA Mandarin Beginning Course, with further 

activities to enhance classroom learning. The activities provide practice on 

character writing, tones, language structure, translation, as well as extra 

reading passages. 

Reading task (tones, intonation, pronunciation) 

Each student is required to finish their phonetic homework (from reading 

pinyin, dialogue, and passages) and record it, sending it to the tutor’s 

WhatsApp for check and correction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing task 

Students are required to memorize the core Chinese characters after each 

class. They will write it a couple of times followed by the demonstrated video 

until they can write it. Characters dictation, and card recognition tests will 

conduct at the beginning of the next class. Similarly, students will send their 

writing homework via WhatsApp. 

 

 

 



 

Structure learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabularies exercises 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extensive reading aims to 

apply the new words into 

new contexts and enrich 

students’ vocabularies. 


